FORESTS ORDINANCE, No. S OF 1926. 



The first day of March, 
and twenty-six. 



One thousand nine hundred 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 

FOR KSTS 0 R L) 1X A NCE 


No. :» of 1926. 


AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL THE WOODS AND FORESTS 

ORDINANCE, 1920, AND TO MAKE OTHER 

PROVISION IN LIEU THEREOF. 


PART I. 


I IE IT ENACTED by Hie High Commissioner for Palestine 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof 


1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Forests 
nance, 1926. 


(Jl'di- Short title 


2 . In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise Definitions, 
requires:- 

“Forest Land” means all land bearing trees whether 
naturally or under cultivation. 

“Tree” means trees in all stages of their growth, palms, 
bamboos, shrubs and brushwood and stumps. 

“Fruit Tree” means every fruit producing tree that is cul¬ 
tivate! I for domestic purposes and every tree that is customarily 
grafted. 

“Timber” includes trees, fallen or felled and all wood 
whether cut up or fashioned for any purpose or not. 

“Forest Produce” means the following when found in or 
brought from forest land:- 

Timber, charcoal, resifi, gum, gutta percha, wood oil, na¬ 
tural varnish, grass, creepers, climbers, soil-binding plants, 
leaves, fruits, seeds, roots, bark, fibres, reeds, all other parts or 
produce of trees and plants, peat, surface soil and minerals 
other than minerals within the meaning of any Ordinance 
regulating the working of minerals. 

/ 
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Definition of 
forest reserves. 


Bight not to be 
alienated 
without sanction. 


Offences in con¬ 
nection with 
forest reserves. 





“ rake” in connection with forest produce, includes 
carrying away of timber, and cutting, collecting, gatl 
removing any other forest produce. 


foiling 

lering. 


44 

pony. 


Cattle” means bulb ox, cow, steer, heifer, buffalo, horse, 
mule, ass, camel, sheep, goat, pig, and the young of the 


same. 


"Forest Officer” means any Officer whom die High Com¬ 
missioner may from time to time appoint, by name or as hold¬ 
ing an office, to carry out any of the purposes of Ibis Or¬ 
dinance. 


“i> 


Person” includes any company, corporation or society or 


anv village community or communities. 

« *7 


“Prescribed’’ means prescribed by this Ordinance or by 
anv Regulations made hereunder. 


PART II 


Forest Reserves. 


R. The High Commissioner may by proclamation to tie 
published in the Gazette, bring any forest lands not being private 
property under the control and management of the Government 
as forest reserves. On the issue of any such proclamation, the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to any forest lands 
therein specified. 


4. (1) No right in or over anv forest reserve which has 

• • * - # 

been exercised for the first time since July, 1920, or which may 
hereafter be exercised shall be deemed to have been duly 
acquired unless it has been acquired under or in pursuance of 
a grant or contract made by or on behalf of the Government of 
Palestine. 


(2) No right in or over any forest reserve shall he 
alienated by way of grant, lease, mortgage or other disposition 
without the sanction of tjie High Commissioner; 

Provided that when such right is appurtenant 

to any land or building it may be sold or otherwise alienated 

with such land or building without such sanction. 

PART in. 

The Management of Forest Reserves. 

9 

5 (1) Any person who does, or causes, or knowingly 

permits any other person to do, any of the following acts in 

any forest reserve, save in accordance with the conditions of 
a licence, granted under this Ordinance, or in virtue of the 
provisions of Section 6 hereof, namely: 
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*) 


(a) takes any forest produce; 


(b) uproots, burns, strips olV tFie bark or leaves from, 
or otherwise damages any tree; 

(c) sets lire to any grass or herbage, or kindles a 
lire without taking due precautions (o prevent its spreading; 


:ve 
of fires 


(d) smokes or lights a lire in any part of a forest 
within which, or at a time when, smoking or the lighting 
is prohibited by an order of the High Commissioner; 


(e) pastures cattle or permits cattle to trespass; 

(f) digs, cuts or turns the soil; 

(g) trespasses in any part of a forest reserve in 
which trespass shall he prohibited by an order of the High 
Commissioner or during any period specified in an order of the 
High Commissioner; 


stream or 
stream; or 


(h) constructs any dam or weir across any river or 
otherwise obstructs the channel of any river or 


(i) resides or erects any building in any forest 

reserve 

shall be liable on conviction to a line not exceeding £E. 100 
or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months, 
or to both penalties and may be ordered to pay in addition 
such compensation for damage done as the Court may direct. 

(2) Any person who purchases forest produce, know¬ 
ing or having reason to believe that such forest produce was 
taken from a forest reserve in contravention of the provisions 
of this Ordinance shalt be liable on conviction to the like 
penalties. —- 

* • 

6. (1) Nothing in Section 5 contained shall prohibit the Collection of fire- 

collection and removal from forest reserves (other than closed w00( * p prn ‘ ,tted * 
forest areas) of dead and dry wood or brush-wood to be used 
solely for firewood for the use of inhabitants of villages who 
have been accustomed to supply their wants in this respect 
from the forests in the vicinity of their village but such inhabi¬ 
tants shall not remove roots, or stumps, or fell standing timber 
or cut branches. 
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Villages requiring 
forest produce 
(other than tire- 
wood) to apply as 
provided. 


(-) Inhabitants of villages who have hitherto obtained 
lorest produce other than dead or dry wood or brushwood 
collected in accordance with the preceding sub-section in virtue 
of any legal right or custom from forest reserves within the 
boundaries or in the vicinity of their village, for house building, 
domestic and agricultural purposes may continue to exercise 
such rights or customs subject to the following conditions:- 



t 


(a) the amount, kind ami description of the forest 
produce required; 


(b) the purpose for which the same is required : 

(c) the place whence it is desired to extract the 
same; and 


(d) the period requisite to remove the same. 

(3) After due enquiry, and having regard to the 
maintenance of the forest, the Forest Officer shall sanction or 
refuse such application in whole or in part and, if he sanctions 
it, issue a licence in the form prescribed. 

(4) The licensee shall produce his licence for 
inspection whenever required to do so by a Police Officer or 
Forest Officer or Administrative Officer. 


Licence may be 
cancelled and 
forest produce 
forfeited. 


(5) If a licensee fails to observe any of the condit¬ 
ions laid down or perform any act prescribed in his licence, 
his licence may be cancelled by a Forest Officer and the forest 
produce in respect of which" he has failed to observe the 
conditions or to perform the act may be forfeited. 


P r0(luc £ (0) Any forest produce forfeited in pursuance of this 

lorfe.te,] may be Section may he sold b/ the Forest Oflicer and the proceeds 

accounted to the Government. 


Extraction of 
forest produce by 
other persons and 
for other purposes. 


7. 


The extraction of forest produce by persons or for 
purposes other than those specified in the preceding Section 
may be authorised by a licence issued by a Forest Officer, 
subject to such conditions as may be specified in the licence. 
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8. All persons enjoying any right in a forest reserve 
in which (ire breaks out, anti the inhabitants of all 
villages, within a distance of 5 kilometres from the scene 
of the lire, shall he bound to assist in its extinction, and any 
person refusing so to assist shall he liable on conviction to a 
line not exceeding £E. 5 or imprisonment not exceeding fourteen 
days, or both penalties and may be deprived of his right for a 
period not exceeding one year. 


9. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance contained, 
a Forest Officer may by licence authorise the inhabitants of 
villages or members of tribes in the vicinity of forest reserves 
to pasture their cattle therein on the following conditions > 


(a) Every year, before a date to he notified locally 
by the Forest Officer, the Mukhtar of each village or Sheikh 
of a tribe desiring to pasture its cattle shall submit to Hie 
Forest Officer a statement in writing showing the number and 
description of cattle and the place in which it is desired to 
graze them and, if suitable areas are available, the Forest 
Officer may grant a licence in the form prescribed which shall 
designate the tracts to which the cattle may be admitted and 
lix the period during which they may be grazed. 

(b) Cattle belonging to the inhabitants of any village 
or tribe shall be placed under the charge of a herd who shall 
at all times carry with him the licence relating to such cattle 
and shall produce it when required by a Forest Officer or Police 
Officer or Administrative Officer. 


10. The Forest Officer may in his discretion grant li¬ 
cences to persons other than those mentioned in the preceding 
Section to pasture cattle in a forest reserve subject to the 
payment of such fees as may be prescribed by Regulation under 
this Ordinance, and to such conditions as may he specified in 
the licence. //* 


11. If any cattle be found in a forest reserve in respect 
of which a licence -has not been obtained or if they are not in 
charge of a herd, or if their presence in the forest reserve is 
contrary to the conditions o£ the licence, the owner of the 
cattle shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 
P.T. 5 for each head of cattle, and may be ordered to pay, in 
addition, such compensation for any' damage done as the Court 
may direct. 

12. If fire breaks out in a forest reserve and it is proved 
that the fire was due to the negligence of any herd, the herd 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding £E. 10 or 


Persons bourn! to 
assist in the ex¬ 
tinction of fires. 


Provisions as to 
grazing rights. 


Provision for 
grazing of stran¬ 
gers’ cattle. 


(Grazing without 
or contrary to the 
terms of a licence. 


Liability for fire. 
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to imprisonment lor a period not exceeding three months or 
to both penalties; and the inhabitants of the village or the 
members of the tribe or the persons employing the herd, as 
the case may be. may be ordered to pay such compensation 
for any damage caused by the lire as the Court may direct. 


Closed forest 13 When, for the better maintenance of the forest, or 

ure!,s for the protection of young trees, or for any other purpose it 

may he desirable to exclude the public from any forest re¬ 
serve, or part of a forest reserve the High Commissioner may 
by notice published in the Gazette declare the forest or part 
thereof, the position and boundaries of which shall be described 
in such notice, to be a closed forest area. If such forest or 
such part thereof be within the boundaries of any village land, 
a copy ol the notice shall forthwith be posted in such village. 


< J 

n 


Any person trespassing or grazing cattle or allowing 
iraze in a closed forest area after the publication and, 

_ —. _ * A * • « % A * 1 


Grazing or trespass 
in closed forest rattle to 

an ‘ as * if necessary, the posting of such notice, shall be deemed to be 

guilty ol an offence against this Ordinance, and shalj be liable 
nn rimvirtinn in the nenallies orescribed in Section 5 hereof. 


Produce of forest 
land over which 
private ownership 
is established. 


15. Where a claim is established to the ownership ol 
forest land that has been under the control and management 
of the Government as a forest reserve, no revenue that has 
been derived from forest produce of the land prior to the 
establishment of such ownership shall be recovered from the 
Government. 


PART IV. 


The Protection of Trees. 


Power to declare 
trees protected. 


Prohibition to fell 
protected trees, 
etc., save under 
licence. 


Penalties for fel¬ 
ling, etc., without 
permission. 


f 

16. The High Commissioner may, by notice published 
in the Gazette, declare that the trees described therein shall 
be protected throughout Palestine or in any District or part of 
a District for the period specilied in such notice and thereupon 
no person shall fell anv/such trees or remove the timber thereof 
save in accordance with a licence granted under Section 17. 

f 

17. No person shall fell any olive or carob or other tree 
protected by notice under Section 16 hereof, wherever growing, 
or remove the timber thereof unless he shall first have 
obtained from the Forest Officer a licence to do so in the 
form prescribed. ' 

18. Any person who save in accordance with a licence 
granted by a" Forest Officer, fells any olive or carob or any- 
protected tree or removes any timber of such tree shall be 
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding £E, 50 or impri¬ 
sonment for a period not exceeding 6 months, or to both 

penalties. 
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19. (1) Any person who wilfully and maliciously burns, 

strips flie bark off, cuts, uproots or otherwise injures any tree 
shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding three years and may also be ordered to pay such 
compensation to the owner thereof in respect of any tree injured 
or destroyed as the Court may direct 

(2) Any person who by negligence allows animals 
to cause damage to any tree shall he liable on conviction to a 
line not exceeding £E. 5 or to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding fifteen days or to both penalties, and the owner of 
the animals may be ordered to pay such compensation for the 
damage caused as the Court may direct. If the animals belong 
to more than one owner, all the owners may be ordered jointly 
and severally to pay compensation for the damage caused by 
such animals. 


PAKT V. 

Control over Private Forest Land. 

20. (1) The High Commissioner may, when he thinks fit 
in the public interest, authorise a Forest Officer to take under 
his protection forest lands which are private property, and in 
respect of which it appears that the destruction of trees is 
diminishing or likely to diminish the water supply, or isinjuiing 
the agricultural conditions of neighbouring lands, or imper¬ 
illing the continuous supply of forest produce to the village 
communities contiguous to such lands. Every such authorisation 
shall be published in the Gazette. Measures necessary for 
the protection ol such forest lands, as determined by the Forest 
Officer whose decision shall he final, shall be carried out bv or 

W ft 

at the cost of the owner of the forest land who shall repay to 
the Government any reasonable expenditure incurred for this 
purpose. 

H 

4 

(2) So long as any forest land shall be under the 
protection of the Government, it shall he deemed to he a 
Idlest reserve within the meaning of any provision of Ibis Or¬ 
dinance or of any Regulations hereunder affecting forest reserves. 

PART VI. 

1 

Miscellaneous. 

* — * ^ I • 

21. Where a line is inflicted for an offence under this 
Ordinance, the Court imposing the fine may award any portion 
thereof not exceeding one half to the person upon whose in¬ 
formation the conviction was obtained. 


Wilful an<l mali¬ 
cious injury to 
trees. 


Damage to trees 
by animals. 


Protection of pri¬ 
vate forest lands 
for special pur¬ 
poses. 


Power of Court to 
order payment of 
reward. 
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Forfeiture. 


Arrest of suspec¬ 
ted persons. 


Onus of proof as 
to possession of 
forest produce. 


Appointment of 
station for forest 
produce. 


Government not 

liable for loss in 
respect of pro¬ 
duce at station. 

Regulations. 



22. In addition to any line or term of imprisonment 
imposed under this Ordinance or any Regulation hereunder the 
Court may order that the forest produce, instrument or means 
in respect of which or by which the offence has been committed 
be forfeited' and disposed of as the Court may direct; and may 
order that any licence or permit held under this Ordinance by 
the person convicted shall be forfeited. 


23. It shall be lawful for any Forest Officer to arrest 
without a warrant any person who may be reasonably suspected 
of having been concerned in any offence under this Ordinance, 
if such person refuses to give his name and residence or gives 
a name or address which is believed to be false, or if there 
reason to believe that he will abscond; 


Provided that any person so arrested shall he taken before 
a Magistrate or to the nearest police station without unneces¬ 
sary delay. 

•i * 


24. The onus of proof that any forest produce has not 
been taken in contravention of this Ordinance shall lie upon the 
person in whose possession the same is found. 

25. (1.) The High Commissioner may by notice to be 
published in the Gazette appoint places to be defined in such 
notice as stations to which any person removing any forest 
produce from any forest land for the purpose of trade shall 
bring such produce. 

(2) The Government shall not be responsible for 
any loss or damage which may occur to any forest produce 
while at such stations. 

26 (1) The High Commissioner may make and when 

made maj vary or revoke. Regulations to carry' out the objects 
and purposes of this Ordinance, and in particular: 

I 

(a) designating the Forest Officers hv whom licen¬ 
ces may be granted and cancelled under this Ordinance and 
prescribing the form, duration and conditions of such licences: 

/ 

(b) prescribing the methods to be employed in tbe 
extraction, conversion and removal of forest produce from forest 
reserves and from privately owned forests; 

' (c) prescribing the fees to be paid on the applica¬ 

tion for and the grant of any licences; 
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(rl) prescribing the lees to be paid in respect of the 
removal of forest produce of forest reserves or the forest pro 
din e extracted from private forests for purposes of trade; 

(e) requiring the holders of licences to render returns 
and accounts, and lo submit their hooks for inspection; 


(f) providing 
forest reserves; 


for the management and protection of 


(g) regulating the transit of any forest produce to 
an appointed station and providing for the examination and 
marking of forest produce in transit; 

(h) regulating the marking of timber and the 
manufacture, use and possession of marking instruments. 

(2) Any person who is convicted of a breach of the 
Regulations under this Ordinance shall be liable on conviction 
to a line not exceeding £E. 100 or to imprisonment not ex¬ 
ceeding six months, or to both penalties. 

27. (1) The Woods and Forest Ordinance, 1020, is hereby 

repealed, provided that this repeal shall not alFect the validity 
of any licence, permit, certificate or document made, granted 
or issued thereunder. 

(2) Any other laws or regulations concerning forestry 
shall no longer be applicable in Palestine. 



Repeal. 


Other law not lo 
apply. 


1st March, 1926. 


/ 


PLUMER, F. M. 

High Commissioner . 



